
Co-chairs Senator McCrory and Representative Currey, Ranking Members Representative
McCarty and Representative Berthel, and distinguished members of the Education Committee:

My name is Andriana Milner and I am a resident of Bloomfield, Connecticut. I am testifying in
support of S.B. 1095: An Act Concerning School Resource Officers.

All students deserve to feel safe, secure, and supported in their places of learning. Yet too often
our schools rely on policing to keep children in line, rather than funding professionals trained to
deliver students necessary developmental and behavioral health resources.

I am in support of SB 1095: An Act Concerning School Resource Officers. We all know that the
school to prison pipeline is very real and apparent in our educational system, especially for our
black and brown students and our students with disabilities. When I say the school to prison
pipeline, I am referring to the policing, the zero tolerance policies that are in place that make our
students feel like they are in prison. The schools treat them like inmates, locking their
bathrooms, restricting their hall passes and having police monitor their behaviors and actions.
The real question is why? Why do we or should I say y’all continue to allow this pipeline to
exist? I know this isn’t the first time this question has been asked- nor would it be the last but, it
can be. With SB 1095, we are putting power back into the community, back into the hands of the
people in which this bill will affect. Students in high school don’t need police, they need
guidance. They need to be heard, seen and understood. We are asking, no, demanding for the
definition of a school resource officer to empathize with the resource. Resource as in guidance
counselor. Fun fact, a high school here in Hartford has over 600 students and 2 maybe 3
guidance counselors. Where is the guidance? Only students receiving it are the juniors and
seniors- but what about the freshmen? What about the sophomores? They are being missed,
falling through the cracks. Instead of understanding why they are “lashing” out, basically asking
for help, they are being escorted out of their classrooms by police officers- where is the
guidance in that? We are demanding non security responses for non violent distributions.
Simply, we are asking for answers instead of handcuffs. We have nothing to lose but our chains.
So I am in support of SB 1095: An Act Concerning School Resource Officers because our black
and brown students and students of disabilities deserve better. They are demanding and crying
out for better. So, let’s finally provide it.

According to research by Connecticut Voices for Children, there’s no evidence School Resource
Officers (SROs) make students or staff safer, but schools with SROs have more arrests and
more expulsions than their peer institutions without SROs.

I strongly support S.B. 1095. I hope the Committee and Connecticut lawmakers will vote in favor
of this bill. Together, we can build an educational system that centers students' social-emotional
well-being through care, resources, learning, and restoration.

Thank you for your time, Andriana Milner

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/SRO-FINAL-Full-Acknowledgements.pdf

